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York, North Yorkshire & East Riding Local Enterprise Partnership (The LEP) 
Date of meeting 24 July 2015 

Pavilions of Harrogate, Yorkshire Showground, Harrogate. 
 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
 
PRESENT 
Barry Dodd  Chairman 
David Kerfoot  The Kerfoot Group Ltd 
Nigel Pulling  Yorkshire Agricultural Society 
Colin Mellors Higher Education 
Jane Lady Gibson Make it York 
Dr Ruth Smith  PM Management Consultants 
Keon Lamberts York University 
Cllr Carl Les North Yorkshire County Council 
Cllr Stuart Rawlings City of York Council     
Cllr Stephen Parnaby East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
Cllr Derek Bastiman Scarborough Borough Council 
Cllr Richard Cooper Harrogate District Council  
Cllr Mark Robson Hambleton District Council 
   
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Richard Flinton  North Yorkshire County Council 
James Farrar Chief Operating Officer, The LEP 
Sarah Barkey The LEP 
Adrian Green The LEP 
Julian Rudd The LEP 
Sarah Hall The LEP 
Tim Frenneaux The LEP  
Cllr Linda Cowling Ryedale District Council 
Cllr Jane Evison East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
Phil Witcherley City of York  
 
1. APOLOGIES 
Robert Miller  Bluebird Engineering Solutions 
Peter Emery Drax Power 
David Dickson David Dickson LTD 
 
 
BD welcomed the board to the meeting and the first The LEP AGM at the Pavilions in 
Harrogate 
 
2. Minutes of last meeting- the minutes were agreed. 
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3. Matters arising/ LEP Board Outstanding Actions Log: The outstanding actions were 
talked through.  
 
 
4. Chairman’s Update: BD explained that the AGM was his update for today. The final date 
for making decision making on devolution will be the 5 September, this is to make sure that 
any decisions are included in the Autumn Statement. CM asked the Chair to thank Simon 
King and Tim Frenneaux for the organisation of the Business Breakfast. 
 
 
5. Local Growth: JR talked through the LEP Growth Deal Performance Sub Group paper. 
JF explained that the National Agri-Food Innovation Campus has now been red flagged due 
to DEFRA selling the site. CL explained that an extra £400K was to be committed to the 
Catterick Enhanced Scheme; this to help implement the road improvements needed for the 
A1M junction and new Town Centre scheme. 
 
Recommendation: The board considered and accepted the points on this paper concerning 
use of loan repayments and that an extra £400k be used on the Catterick Enhanced 
Scheme.  
 
 
Biovale- TF talked through the paper on the Biovale Centre bid for £5m of Local Growth 
Funds. The paper made a recommendation to approve the bid, subject to several conditions 
which the business plan comprising the bid needed to meet, prior to final approval.  
 
KL and CM both would like it minuted that have a conflict of interest with this project. 
 
Following discussion by the Board on the risk in such investments being a rationale for 
public funding, alongside the need for stewardship of resources invested, there was 
disappointment that the application still lacked evidence of commercial viability.  
 
The Board are supportive of the concept of the Biovale Centre: it is a good strategic fit to 
LEP priorities because it could be very important to the bio economy of this area, but were 
frustrated that the required information has not been understood and produced. 
 
The Board felt they had been clear at the last board meeting that that they wanted 
improvements to the commercial viability and marketing strategy. 
 
The Board discussed adding an additional condition, requiring the University to underwrite 
the running costs of the Centre. The University stated they would agree with the conditions 
in the board paper, but were unable to provide a verbal commitment during the meeting to 
underwrite running costs, as this may have breached their governance procedures.  
 
Recommendation: The Board voted to reject the bid, with four board members voting for 
approval and five against.  
 
Actions: The Chair asked LEP secretariat to liaise with University of York and discuss 
whether the outstanding issues, particularly the market demand assessment and commercial 
viability, could be rectified. 
 
 
6. Housing Performance- JR talked through the paper on Housing Performance and 
explained the differences between the different areas within our LEP. 
Recommendation: the Board agreed with the recommendation.  
Actions:  
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7. Performance Report- JF talked through the performance report, and asked the Board to 
read the annual report as it is important to see as a team what we have completed in the last 
year. BD Commented that this report is a nice easy read and is a credit to the team and also 
thanked them for all of their hard work today. 
 
JF commented that the known risks haven’t changed and the major risk is that funding is 
only guaranteed for year one. BD said that Greg Clark is aware of this issue. JF also said 
that he was hoping for a quick conclusion for devolution.  
 
BD asked if it was possible to franchise the Popup Business Café? TF thought this might be 
difficult did explain the need to protect the brand and would look at intellectual property on 
the logo.  
 
Recommendation: The board note the performance and the risks. 
 
 
8. AOB- BD welcomed Cllr Stuart Rawlings to his first Board meeting. BD also informed the 
Rob Miller had tendered his resignation from the Board to BD, this would leave a vacancy as 
Chair of the Skills Board.  
 
Action: BD to appoint a new Chair of the Skills Board. 
 
The next meeting is at Askham Bryan College on the 18 September 2015. 
The meeting closed at 13.04 pm. 
 


